
Hope 

Beginning the Church's liturgical year, Advent (from, "ad-venire" in Latin or "to come to") is the   
season encompassing the four Sundays (and weekdays) leading up to the celebration   
of Christmas. 
The Advent season is a time of preparation that directs our hearts and minds to Christ’s second 
coming at the end of time and also to the anniversary of the Lord’s birth on Christmas. The final 
days of Advent, from December 17 to December 24, focus particularly on our preparation for 
the celebrations of the Nativity of our Lord (Christmas). 
Advent devotions including the Advent wreath, remind us of the meaning of the season.  

Advent wreath:  The Advent wreath, which has German origins, is probably the most      
recognized Advent custom. It is a wreath made of evergreens that is bound to a circle of 
wire. It symbolizes the many years from Adam to Christ in which the world awaited its    
Redeemer; it also represents the years that we have awaited His second and final       
coming. The wreath holds four equally spaced candles, the three purple ones lit on the 
penitential Sundays and a pink one for Gaudete, the joyful third Sunday in Advent.  

By participating in various time-honored traditions, such as setting up an Advent wreath, making 
Jesse trees or putting on a Christmas play at home, families can engage more fruitfully in the 
seasons of Advent and Christmas.   

A New tradition for Holy Family……. 
The feast day of our parish is December 30th ,  so this year 
we will be having a Holy Family Feast Day Meal for all     
after the 11:00 am Mass Sunday December 30th.   The      
Hospitality Ministry is planning a simple and beautiful       
celebration.  The meal is a pot-luck lunch, so each family is 
asked to bring a dish so the “feast” of our church feast day 
will be the gifts from each of us.  
Mark your calendar now for December 30th at 12:15 pm in 
the Activity Center for our first annual Holy Family Feast Day Meal!  



 Feast of the Immaculate Conception                                      December 8, 2018 
“The most Blessed Virgin Mary was, from the first moment of her conception, by a singular grace and privi-
lege of almighty God and by virtue of the merits of Jesus Christ, Savior of the human race, preserved im-
mune from all stain of original sin.”  

In 1854, Pope Pius IX's solemn declaration, “Ineffabilis Deus” clarified with finality the long-held 
belief of the Church that Mary was conceived free from original sin. In proclaiming the Immac-
ulate Conception of Mary as a dogma of the Church, the pope expressed precisely and clear-
ly that Mary was conceived free from the stain of original sin. This privilege of Mary derives from 
God's having chosen her as Mother of the Savior; thus she received the benefits of salvation in 
Christ from the very moment of her conception. This great gift to Mary, an ordinary human  
being just like us, was fitting because she was destined to be Mother of God. The purity and 
holiness of the Blessed Virgin Mary is a model for all Christians. 

Feast of the Immaculate Conception Mass Times 
A Holy Day of Obligation - The Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception is a Holy Day of Obligation regardless of the day 

of the week it falls.  The Dec. 7th -6:00 pm Vigil Mass and the Dec. 8th 8:00 am Mass will fulfill the obligation.   
The 6:00 pm Mass on Dec. 8th fulfills the Sunday obligation.  Please attend one Mass for each Holy Day,   

Friday, December 7, 2018 6:00 pm Vigil Mass     Saturday, December 8, 2018 8:00 am 

The Sacrament of Penance   
In addi on to our regularly scheduled weekly confession          

opportunity each Saturday at 11:30 am and 25 minutes before 

Monday and Friday evening daily Masses, the Sacrament of    

Penance will be available at the following Penance Services:  

 

 December 11th  6:30 pm  Holy Family Catholic Church 

 December 17th  6:30 pm   The Cathedral of Our Lady of Victory 

 December 20th  6:30 pm  St. Mary Catholic Church 

December 4th  6:00 pm   St. Patrick,  Bloomington 

Penance is an experience of the gift of 

God's boundless mercy.  

Not only does  the Sacrament of Penance  free 

us  from  our  sins  but  it  also  challenges  us  to 

have  the  same  kind  of  compassion  and         

forgiveness  for  those who sin against us.   We 

are  liberated  to be  forgivers.   We obtain new 

insight  into  the  words  of  the  Prayer  of  St.    

Francis:  "It  is  in  pardoning  that  we  are             

pardoned." 

Closures for the Holidays  

Adoration Closures   

December 16th  7:00 pm‐10:00 pm   Christmas Concert 

December 21st  10:00 pm  Christmas Holiday 

Thru January 2nd  6:30 am  Christmas Holiday 

Office Closures   

December 21st  12:00 noon  Christmas Holiday 

Thru January 1st     Christmas Holiday 

Reopening at 8:30 am January 2, 2019 

Religious Ed  ‐ CCD   

December 19th  No Classes     

December 26th  No Classes    

January 2nd  No Classes   

January 9th  Class Resumes   

RCIA   

December 23rd  No Session    

December 30th  No Session   

January 6th  Resumes   

Peace 



Ever find yourself scrambling during the Advent Season?  This Advent calendar offers short, daily        
inspiration for busy people.  Each day pairs a quote about preparing for Christmas with a powerful    
image from around the world.  Go to https://www.crs.org/advent-calendar to sign up! 

Peace 

Preparing ... It is what Advent is all about ...   

Catholic  Relief Service (CRS) Advent Calendar 



Wrap a Child in Warmth - Holy Family is proud to be 
one of the drop off locations for  the Wrap a Child in 
Warmth campaign to collect new or gently used 
coats and blankets for disadvantaged children in 
Victoria and surrounding areas. Collection barrels are 
located in the narthex of the church and the foyer of 
the Religious Ed building. Please keep the dress code policy in mind. Jackets should be solid colors 
with logos no larger than two inches. Graphics other than school logos are not allowed. 

The Giving Tree Project -The Giving Tree has been a traditional Christmas project at Holy Family for 
many years. The desire is to reach out to appreciative families so that they may have a spirit filled 

Christmas and be blessed throughout the coming year.   
Parishioners may submit a name of a needy family. Our parish continues 
to include gifts for youth affiliated with the Devereux Foundation as in 
previous years.  We have teamed up with the KIDZConnection to       
provide for  families that are homeless, in foster care or struggling with 
hardships. The Giving Tree in the foyer of the church through December 
6th, has angel tags and other ornaments listing requested items from 
these families. Parishioners may choose a tag(s), purchase a gift and   
return it wrapped with the tag securely attached by Dec. 6 for sorting 
and delivery on the morning of Dec. 7. 

Angel Bags – Angel bags are for disadvantaged and foster children in our community.  
Angel bags are created with basic necessities in a nice tote bag or backpack they can 
call their own. Angel Bag tags are displayed on the Giving Tree along with other Christmas 
gift tags for needy families to be returned by Dec.6. 

Thinking of You Gifts - Through the Giving Tree, parishioners will have the opportunity to present 
warmhearted gifts to our homebound and nursing home parishioners. This year, we 
will include gifts for the residents at Sodalis Victoria Memory Care Facility and the 
local Comfort Keepers Elderly Care Services. This is a wonderful time to remind the 
elderly that they are remembered during the season of giving. It is the personal 
thoughtfulness, the warm human awareness, and the reaching out to one’s fellow 
man that makes giving worthy of the Christmas spirit. 

Adopt a Family – This Christmas, your family may 
want to consider suggesting or adopting a family 
that is struggling with medical expenses, or          
financial burdens. Food baskets and other wishes 
would bring much joy to a family in need this 
Christmas. These family forms are available in the youth office with more detail. In order to include 
these families on the Giving Tree, all forms need to be submitted no later than Nov. 30. These gifts will 
be delivered on Dec. 8. 

Joy 

Opportunities to be Christ to our neighbors in need.  







Come and enjoy the unique stories behind our 
most beloved Christmas Carols. A special     

surprise activity for the children in the           
congregation will be included.   

Sunday, December 16, 2018 at 7:00 pm in 
the Sanctuary followed by a  

reception in St. Peters Hall 

Christmas  Concert                                                     December 16, 2018 

             Inspired by Mike Jordan Laskey of the  (NCR) National Catholic Registry 
Advent is an underrated liturgical season. It gets swallowed up in the pre-Christmas rush, and it's shorter and 
less intense than Lent, but it's a beautiful, quiet period worth marking. Here are  some  simple tips for your   
Advent observation, from one busy  person to another. 
1) Read some sort of short, daily devotion.  Just a few pages a day max.  There are a lot of resources out 

there, The Word Among Us, Daybreaks, or just google daily Catholic reflections! Dynamic Catholic and 
Catholic Relief Service (CRS) will send devotions via email to you everyday.   

2) Get some quiet time.  Advent the liturgical season is quiet and dark, as we await the in-breaking of 
Christ's light at Christmas. Advent the shopping and party season is loud and glaringly bright. Seek out 
some quiet time separate from bedtime. Maybe try repeating the prayer, "Come, Lord Jesus" to yourself, 
slowly as you breathe in and out with your eyes closed. You can do this in your office or kitchen. And in 
this spirit … 

3) Decorate, even a little.   We Catholics are sacramental people: Smells, bells, stained glass, beautiful     
music, bread and wine. God can visit through our sensory experiences. So put out a nativity set. Get 
some greenery or fake greenery up somewhere. And, at the very least … 

4) Light an Advent wreath.  If you don't have one of these, the Incarnate Word Convent  here in Victoria sells 
them.  The  family home is what the Vatican II document Lumen Gentium calls the "domestic church," 
and an Advent wreath tradition is a simple, lovely way to strengthen that smallest, essential community of 
faith. 

5) Got a young child or two? Add a Christmas book to the bedtime reading list. Speaking of the domestic 
church: If you have a child you read to at night, add a nativity book for children to your stack.  The      
nativity is a very vivid and awe-inspiring story and it is beautiful to see it through a child’s eyes.  

6) Support an organization that works for social justice.  As the magi brought whatever they had to give the 
newborn king, our own gifts to organizations that further the building of the kingdom of God on Earth is 
one way to celebrate their legacy.  

7) Celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation. If Advent is all about preparing, there's no better way to    
prepare your heart and spirit.  

8) Reflect on the "three comings of the Lord." St. Bernard of Clairvaux described these three comings as the 
birth of Jesus in Bethlehem, the coming of Jesus into our lives in the present time, and Christ's final coming 
in glory on the last day. In Advent, we wait and prepare for all three. Most of us spend 95 percent of our 
prayer, reflection and energy focused on the first coming only -with the manger, the shepherds, the     
angels, and the baby. We need to focus on the Advent story that goes beyond Bethlehem. 

 

Before you write these ideas down on a checklist, one disclaimer: I think all of these practices are good      
ideas, but this list is not full of silver bullets that will make this Advent "the best Advent ever" for you. Faith and 
joy and peace are unearned gifts only God can give. Through spiritual discipline, we can only put ourselves 
in a posture of humility and gratitude before the Lord, invite the Spirit into our lives, and be ready to respond. 

A Busy Catholic´s guide to Advent:  Top tips for observing the season 



Church Decorating          December 23, 2018 

We will be decking the halls and making everything even 
more beautiful!  Many hands make light work, so come on 
out for a couple of hours, and help prepare our parish for 
Christmas! 

Sunday, December 23rd  at 12:30 pm or immediately after 
the 11:00 am Mass 

Christmas Mass Schedule 

The angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for behold, I        
proclaim to you good news of great joy that will be for all the 
people. For today in the city of David a savior has been born 
for you who is Messiah and Lord. 

Christmas Eve       December 24th        5:00 pm  
Vigil Mass of the Nativity of the Lord 

Children’s Reenactment of the First Christmas 

Midnight Mass               December 25th   12:00 am   Mass of the Nativity of the Lord 

Christmas Day                December 25th    8:00 am  Mass of the Nativity of the Lord 

Christmas Day                December 25th   10:00 am  Mass of the Nativity of the Lord 

Love 

Feast Day Meal           December 30, 2018 


